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Dear Parents,
It is a great honor to partner with you in your child’s education! Central
to your child’s education is the ability to read and think critically. In our
Home-School Compact, crafted through a series of parent/teacher
meetings, we agreed that:
- Parents would promote reading skills and establish a reading
routine for their children at home.
- Teachers and staff would teach reading skills and provide families
with resources and support for promoting literacy at home.
This short guide was created to help you understand what reading
looks like in sixth grade and provides strategies for creating reading
routines at home.
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At the beginning of 6th grade, your child should be reading a level 50 book.
Below is an excerpt from Esperanza Rising by Pam Nunoz Ryan, which is
a level 50 book.
Chapter books and
novels or
informational text
Often historical or distant settings
so the reader must understand
different customs and ways of
speaking
Many new vocabulary words- the
student must use context clues
and background knowledge for
comprehension
Find more books on this website
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/level-u
What if my child starts the year below this level?
First, do not stress or make your child feel bad if they are not reading on grade
level. This often leads to a child shutting down and avoiding reading. So what
can you do?
At Home:
• Encourage a love of reading by finding books your child can enjoy on his or
her own and that you can enjoy together.
• Immerse your child in literacy by reading to them and with them, and by
listening to them read. Remember, even if they aren’t reading on grade
level yet, they will eventually be able to, and may even surpass it, by
discovering the joy of books and by practicing a little bit every day in a quiet
environment.
• Remember, your teacher will be working with your child to address the
necessary skills to improve his/her reading level as well.
• Let your child choose ANY book to read. Graphic novels (comics),

At the end of 6th grade, your child should be reading a level 60 book. Below
is an excerpt from The Secret Hum of a Daisy by Tracey Holczer, a level
60 book.
Language is often flowery
(poetic), abstract, or can
contain various dialects.
Conflicts are often life and
death or grapple with
complex world issues.
Many books are “coming
of age” books – meaning
the character faces
challenges that move him
from childhood to a sense
of self sufficiency.
Fantasy is a popular
genre at this level.
Find more books on this website
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/level-x
How do I find out my child’s reading level? Ask your child’s teacher.
Should s/he only read books on this level?
No. It is important to read easier books to improve reading rate and
expression. It is also important to read harder books when the topic really
interests your child.
What if my child is already reading this level?
If your child is reading above this level, your teacher will work with your child
to continue to grow as a reader. At home, encourage your child to choose
novels and nonfiction books. At this point, encourage any reading that
interests your child.

At School, we follow the Reading Workshop Model
• Appropriate Level
• Guided Reading
• Teacher Modeling
• Book Clubs
• Comprehension Practice
At Home – Establish a Reading Routine
• Make reading a fun, enjoyable part of every day!
• Provide a quiet place to read independently for 20-30
minutes a day to build reading stamina. (No distractions).
It’s OK to read books online. See the Coates Reading
website for good online options.
• Help your child make inferences and draw conclusions by asking
these questions:
o Why do you think the character made the decisions he made?
o The author doesn’t tell you everything. What did you figure
out on your own? What part of the book helped you
understand that?
o How did you use what you knew to help you understand the
book?
• Writing activities can follow reading:
o Write a new chapter from a different characters’ point of view.
o Write a letter to the main character.
o Write an alternate ending to the book.

