
Contact Coates: 

Principal’s Message 

Families, 

We kicked off the 3rd quarter (second semester) of school this week!  Expect to receive your child’s progress report from 

quarter 2 today in Thursday Folders.  If you have any questions about grades or want ideas for how to support academic 

growth at home, please do  not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.   

I’d like to begin using the monthly parent newsletter to provide families with some insider info on our school.  Our awe-

some parent partnership meetings (read page 2 for more info) have shown me that our families have incredible appreci-

ation for our teachers, but we haven’t always done enough to pull the curtain back  to show you how school functions, 

how priorities are developed, and  how we actually teach certain things.  Here’s some insight into  our beginning of the 

quarter planning process.  I hope this explanation provides some idea of our professionalism and teachers’ great work to 

do so much with limited time.  Read on! 

At the beginning of each quarter, I require that all classroom teachers hold meetings to properly plan lessons and assess-

ments and learn more instructional skills.  We use teacher workdays for these meetings, but that’s not enough time giv-

en the amount of work to be done and other demands on teacher time.  That’s why you’ll notice that your child’s teach-

er may have a substitute teacher for a half or full day around this time.  A teacher’s daily schedule is jammed-packed.  

They’re directly supervising and teaching the class all day with the exception of lunch time and specials (PE, Art, Music), 

but I require 2 team meetings per week during specials times.  These meetings serve to continue collaborative lesson-

planning.  In FCPS, teachers do not have a scripted curricula.  Learning outcomes for students are clear but teams of 

teachers typically build lessons from the ground up.  That’s why we have so many innovative lessons.  It’s also why plan-

ning requires so much time! 

One of the reasons why it may take a teacher some time to respond to an email or call from a parent is because they 

have so little down-time (bathroom breaks are even hard to come by—you can’t just leave your kids!).  But we are com-

mitted to working closely with you, answering all questions, and keeping you informed.  Some 

responses may take some time (no longer than 24 hours).  Thanks for your patience. 

Proud to be a star! 

Jesse Kraft, Principal 
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Emergency Contact Information                                            

Do  We Have Your Current Info? 

When an emergency occurs at school, we call parents immedi-

ately.  Sometimes, however, the cell and work phone numbers 

on our registration forms are no longer current.   

If anything (phone numbers for you or family members, email 

addresses, your list of people we can call if you are not reacha-

ble, etc.) has changed since September or when you registered 

your child for school this year, your paperwork is out of date.  

Please call the front office at (703) 713-3000 or email Ms. Marney 

( ajmarney@fcps.edu ) and ask how to update your emergency 

information. 

It’s Cold Outside!  Please 

Don’t’ Send Walkers Too Early 

The front doors do not open until the 

bell rings at 9:00, and we do not 

have staff on duty for supervision 

outside until 8:55.  Please ensure 

that your child does not arrive too 

early, especially during these very 

cold days. 

The Coates Home-School Compact 

Thanks to the many parents and teachers who participat-

ed in our 3-meeting process to build better relationships 

with each other and to contribute ideas toward our Home-

School Compact (partnership agreement).  We were so 

impressed with attendance and the high level of engage-

ment, and I cannot over-thank Leona Smith-Vance, our 

facilitator, and Tisha Bowman and the rest of the PTA 

Board for setting the stage for this.  It’s hard not to love 

Coates even more when you go through a process like 

this together as a community. 

All of the posters that record our ideas are in my office, and my leadership team has drafted a docu-

ment that encapsulates all points without becoming too long and unwieldy.  We are in the process of 

vetting this draft with the PTA Board and will publish the final Home-School Compact document at the 

next PTA meeting (see page 3).  Expect to see an emphasis on better two-way communication, efforts 

to nurture relationships, and a renewed effort to make reading a school and home priority. 

Truth: when I tell other principals about our process, they have a hard time believing me.  The fact that 

we could get over 15 staff members to engage in each of the three evening meetings is impressive.  

Then I tell them that we had 75 people, 40 people, and 65 people altogether at our 3 meetings, their 

minds are blown!  Such a high level of participation.  It’s clear how much we care about our school, and 

it’s reassuring to all parties to see how much the staff and families want to work as true partners. 

Thanks for everything!  Watch for the Compact at the PTA meeting (and on social media) on Feb. 12. 

Have a great day! 

Jesse Kraft, Principal 

 



Hello Coates Family! 

 Are we excited to be in February already? The months have been flying by and soon we’ll be counting 
down until the last day of school! Here’s what’s happening with our PTA this month: 

BOX TOPS SUBMISSION DEADLINE - Please return any box tops to the school by Friday, February 
21st.  Any Box Tops sent after this date will be included in our earnings next school year.  This is our last 
chance to meet our goal of $200 this school year and we are just $32 short of our goal to raise enough 
money to fully fund one of our programs!  

ALL MONTH LONG – Please join us in helping to Spread Love Not Germs! Let’s help replenish our teacher’s 
stock of cleaning supplies to help keep our children and school healthy. Consider sending your child to 
school with a bottle of hand sanitizer, tissues, disinfecting spray or wipes! 

 Tuesday, February 4th – our first event of the month, the 2019-20 Spelling Bee was held this past Tuesday 
evening.  Thank you to everyone for participating and congratulations again to our winners! 

 Wednesday, February 12th at 6:30PM – Join us for our monthly PTA Meeting focusing on Internet Safety 
with a presentation by Fairfax County Police. Childcare and dinner will be provided to children. 

 Wednesday, February 19th at 9:15AM – Principal and President’s Coffee! Join our Principal, Mr. Kraft and 
our PTA President, Mrs. Bowman for an informal Q&A session. This is a great opportunity to connect 1 – on
- 1 and learn more about our PTA, volunteering opportunities and leadership positions for next year. 

 Thursday, February 27th ALL DAY EVENT – “SPIRIT NIGHT” at MOD Pizza! MOD Pizza will be hosting our 
February Spirit Night fundraiser to help benefit our low – cost programs all day on the 27th! Please show 
your flyer or mention Coates PTA when you order. We will not receive credit for telephone orders so 
please be sure to visit in – person. 

 We’d love to see you at any or all of these events! Thank you for supporting our Coates Stars! 

 Yours in Service, 

 Tisha 

Tisha Bowman, PTA President 

coatesptapresident@gmail.com  

 PTA News 



 

 

 

 

The Positivity Project Continues! 

We teach and promote these character 

strengths this month.  Watch Thursday Folders 

& social media for resources to help you em-

phasize character at home! 

Wk of Feb. 3  Forgiveness 

Wk of Feb. 10  Love   

Wk of Feb. 17  Reviewing Character 

Wk of Feb. 23  Enthusiasm 

  

  

Feb. 6—Progress Reports sent home in Thursday Folders            

    

Feb.12 - PTA Meeting/ Internet Safety  

   w/Officer Jacobson,  6:30pm 

Feb. 17— Presidents Day/No School  

Feb. 19—Principal & President’s Parent Coffee, 9:15 

Feb. 27—Interims go home in Thursday Folders (if needed) 

   - Spirit Night at MOD Pizza 

Mar. 3—Teacher Workday (no school for students) 

Apr. 3—End of 3rd Quarter 

April 6-10—Spring Break 

April 13—Teacher Workday (no school for students) 

                     Mark Your Calendar 


